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Indirect questions are more polite than direct questions. 
In spoken English, you might use them to ask people 
who you don’t know very well about practical issues.

New language  Indirect questions 

 Vocabulary  Practical issues

New skill  Asking polite questions

KEY LANGUAGE INDIRECT QUESTIONS

FURTHER EXAMPLES INDIRECT QUESTIONS

HOW TO FORM INDIRECT QUESTIONS

Indirect questions often start with  
a polite opening phrase. After the 
question word, the word order in 
indirect questions is the same as  
in positive statements.

Polite questions

Start with a polite  
opening phrase.

The verb doesn’t change to the 
past tense for indirect questions.

VERBSUBJECTQUESTION WORDOPENING PHRASE

Like reported questions, indirect 
questions leave out the auxiliary verb “do.”

Indirect questions start 
with an opening phrase.

The verb comes 
after the subject.
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REWRITE THE INDIRECT QUESTIONS, PUTTING THE WORDS  
IN THE CORRECT ORDER

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE PICTURES IN THE ORDER  
THEY ARE DESCRIBED
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KEY LANGUAGE INDIRECT SIMPLE QUESTIONS
Like reported simple questions, indirect 
simple questions use “if ” and “whether.”

FURTHER EXAMPLES INDIRECT SIMPLE QUESTIONS

MARK THE INDIRECT QUESTIONS THAT ARE CORRECT

Polite opening phrase The subject comes before the verb.
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SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD AS INDIRECT QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 Indirect questions   Practical issues   Asking polite questions  
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